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E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: TECH, ENRG, CH, FR, IAEA 

SUBJECT:PROSPECTIVE FRENCH NUCLEAR REACTOR SALE TO PRC 

1 . SUMMARY: JEAN-CLAUDE LENY, PRESIDENT OF FRAMATOME AND 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF NOVATOME, VISITED USDOE MAY 29 TO 
INQUIRE ABOUT PROBABLE USG REACTION TO PROPOSED SALE OF 
FRAMATOME LIGHT WATER REACTOR (LWR) TO PRC, AND TO EXPRESS 
HOPE THAT USG VIEWS COULD BE MADE KNOWN SOON. HE WAS 
ADVISED THAT PROPOSED TRANSACTION WAS A COMPLEX MATTER WHICH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 156570 

WOULD REQUIRE CAREFUL USG ASSESSMENT. 

2. LENY STATED THAT FRAMATOME CURRENTLY HAD ORDERS FOR 
49 LWRS, 40 IN FRANCE AND 9 ABROAD. DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN 
UNDERWAY AT HIGH LEVEL FOR SIX MONTHS WITH PRC, WHICH IS 
INTERESTED IN BUYING FRAMATOME LWR. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT TWO 
HURDLES WOULD HAVE TO BE OVERCOME. FIRST, AN EXCEPTION 
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WOULD HAVE TO BE OBTAINED FROM COCOM, AND SECOND, PERMISSION 
FROM SECRETARY OF ENERGY WOULD HAVE TO BE OBTAINED BY 
WESTINGHOUSE BECAUSE OF LATTER'S LICENSING ARRANGEMENT WITH 
FRAMATOME. LENY THEN INQUIRED ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF USG 
APPROVAL OF SUCH A SALE, AND ASKED FOR AN EARLY INDICATION 
OF USG VIEWS. 

3. USDOE OFFICIALS ASKED LENY ABOUT PLANS FOR REPROCESSING 
SPENT FUEL FROM SUCH A REACTOR, BUT LENY REPLIED THAT THIS 
TOPIC HAD NOT YET BEEN DISCUSSED WITH PRC. IN ADDITION, 
FRAMATOME WAS NOT INTERESTED IN SELLING REPROCESSING 
FACILITIES. 

4. CONCERNING GOF ATTITUDE TOWARD APPLICATION OF SAFE- 
GUARDS IN THIS INSTANCE, LENY STATED HE BELIEVED GOF WOULD 
PROBABLY BE REASONABLE, ALTHOUGH HE COULD NOT SPEAK FOR 
HIS GOVERNMENT. 

5. USDOE OFFICIALS NOTED THAT COMPLEX POLITICAL AND 
TECHNICAL FACTORS WERE INVOLVED AND WOULD REQUIRE CAREFUL 
REVIEW BY USG IN ARRIVING AT ITS POSITION ON PROPOSED 
TRANSACTION. 

6. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT AND CONCERNED AGENCIES ARE NOW 
STUDYING THIS ISSUE AND WE WILL BE TRANSMITTING TO EMBASSY 
PARIS SHORTLY OUR THOUGHTS ON HOW WE SHOULD BEST PROCEED. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 156570 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SALES, NUCLEAR REACTORS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 56570 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: S GRIFFITH:SMJ 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780257-0578 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780639/aaaabhmp.tel 

Line Count: 95 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 98904685-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN DOE 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2276443 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROSPECTIVE FRENCH NUCLEAR REACTOR SALE TO PRC 
TAGS: TECH, ENRG, CH, FR, IAEA 
To: PARIS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/98904685-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



